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SPECIAL RECENT DEVELOPMENT: INDIAN CLAIMS
COMMISSION 1975 ANNUAL REPORT
Highlights
In fiscal year 1975 the Indian Claim Commission entered the largest
award made to date: $35,o6o,ooo to the Kiowa, Comanche, and
Apache tribes in consolidated Dockets 257 and 259-A. In all, the
Commission entered 87 decisions affecting 1 32 dockets. They added
approximately two volumes (926 pages) to the Commission's official
reports: Volume 34, pages 2z9 through 448; Volume 35, pages 1
through 483; and Volume 36, pages 1 through 214. The 87 deter-
minations included seven final awards involving nine dockets and
three dismissals. Copies of decisions may be obtained from the
Commission on request.
During April 1975 hearings on the Commission's 1976 Authoriza-
tion, both Houses of Congress sought to anticipate the probable
status of the Commission's work on the scheduled completion date
of April 3o, 1977. Witnesses were heard from the Court of Claims,
which will take over any remaining work, the Indian Claims Bar, the
Department of Justice, the National Congress of American Indians,
and the Indian Claims Commission itself.
Following these hearings, the House of Representatives passed a
bill in customary form that would authorize funds for fiscal year
1976. The Senate, however, in addition to authorizing 1976 funds,
passed a bill that would (1) extend the life of the Commission to
April 198o, with any remaining cases to be turned over to the Court
of Claims, (2) provide for early transfer to the Court of Claims of any
cases that clearly will not be finished in the allotted time, and (3)
require the Commission to report to Congress twice each year. Final
resolution of the respective bills had not occurred at the date of
writing.
During the fiscal year, hearings were also held by both Houses of
Congress on the Commission's 1976 Appropriation, but no action
had been taken by the end of the fiscal year.
Status of the Work
Most of the 370 claims which have been filed with the Commission
allege more than one cause of action. In order to process these causes
it was necessary for the Commission to separate many of them and
assign them separate docket numbers. As a result, 613 dockets had
been established by the end of fiscal year 1975. As of that time 187
dockets had been finally dismissed, 251 had resulted in final money
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judgments totaling more than $533,981,ooo, and 175 remained to be
completed. (See Appendix 4-) The 175 pending dockets included
:z2 cases on appeal from the Commission's final determinations,
and two others in which final determinations have been entered but
not reported because of possible appeal.
The 87 published decisions entered by the Commission during the
year include, in addition to final determinations, numerous interlocu-
tory decisions on issues which must be resolved before these cases can
finally be completed. These issues include land title or liability,
valuation, payments on the claim, and gratuitous offsets allowable
under the Indian Claims Commission Act. Decisions have been
entered on one or more of such issues in the remaining 175 dockets.
Other necessary decisions may relate to such matters as: motions for
summary judgment or partial summary judgment-particularly in
accounting cases; procedural motions; questions remanded to the
Commission by the Court of Claims; and attorneys' claims for com-
pensation for services rendered and reimbursement of expenses of
litigation.
In October of 1973, the Commission issued two landmark deci-
sions containing definitive rulings on issues present in most of the
pending accounting claims. Both of those decisions have been ap-
pealed to the Court of Claims. The Commission has no doubt that
the losing party in each of these cases will seek review of these
decisions by the Supreme Court. The informed estimate of experi-
enced counsel is that a decision by the Supreme Court granting or
denying a writ of certiorari to the Court of Claims will not be issued
until June or October of 1976.
Nine appeals from the Commission's decisions involving 1. dock-
ets were filed in the Court of Claims during fiscal year 1975. At the
end of the fiscal year these nine appeals, except for a portion of one
that had been dismissed, were among those pending before the
Court. During the same period, two petitions were filed in the
Supreme Court for writs of certiorari to the Court of Claims. Both of
these petitions were denied, one after a period of three months and
the other after a period of four months.
In fiscal year 1975 the Court of Claims issued decisions on appeals
from the Commission's decisions in 17 cases involving 72 dockets. In
two cases involving three dockets the Court affirmed the Commis-
sion's decisions in part and reversed them in part. In one case involv-
ing two dockets the Court, on motion of the Indian appellees, dis-
missed a portion of the appeal relating to one docket. In 14 cases
iivolving 67 dockets the Court affirmed the Commission's decisions.
In one of these dockets, however, the Court ruled that an error of law
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had been committed by allowing intervention and instructed the
Commission on remand to deny the same.
At the end of fiscal year 1975, 63 dockets, constituting 36 per cent
of the 175 dockets then pending, were before the Court of Claims on
appeal or involved in appeals from the Commission's decisions. This
circumstance is a matter of concern to the Commission because there
is always work to do after an appealed case is remanded to us. All
appeals from Commission decisions unavoidably delay completion of
the cases.
In fiscal year 1975 the Commission operated within a personnel
ceiling of 44 positions and an appropriation of $1,324,ooo. For fiscal
year 1976 the maximum number of personnel remains 44, and a
$1,411,ooo appropriation is being considered by Congress. Since
this proposed appropriation does not provide for the October 1975
government-wide salary increases, it appears that some supplemental
funds will have to be requested. The Commission was fully staffed
at the end of the fiscal year.
APPENDIX 1




Fiscal By By Number of





1951 7 2 2
1952 8 3 3
1953 7 .
1954 8 1 1
1955 4 1 1
1956 1 3 3
1957 12 1 1
1958 10 4 4
1959 12 2 1
1960 7 13 8
1961 5 5 5
1962 5 2 3
1963 9 8 9




































































1. This appendix includes the final awards and dismissals reflected by the Com-
mission's records on the status at the close of June 30, 1975. The 262 dockets shown
as completed by awards include 11 dockets not then reported to the Congress as
concluded. They are dockets numbered 73, 83, 151, 158, 197, 2o6, 2o8, 2o9 (see
footnote 8), 231, 34 1-A and 3 4 3-B. The 2oo dockets shown as completed by dismissals
include 13 dockets not reported to the Congress at June 30, 1975, as dismissed. They
are dockets numbered 13-G, I8-F, 18-J, 18-K, 18-L, 18-M, 4 o-F, 7 3-B,89 , 140, z8o,
341-C, and 34 1-D.
2. The first Commissioners took their oaths of office on April io, 1947.
APPENDIX 2
INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION AWARDS




































Potawatomi Nation (of 1846)
Vet Final Award Date of Award
$ 2,587,835.47 July 14, 1950
902,008.11 July 14, 1950
6oo,ooo.oo Oct. 19, 1951
1,600,220.02 May 15, 1952
798,000.00 May 15, 1952
927,668.04 May 7, 1954
864,107.55 March 1, 1955
126,3o6.24 Aug. 8, 1955
233,154.36 Aug. 8, 1955
1,156,034.35 Feb. 17, 1956
433,013.6o April 22, 1957
2,o67,166.oo July x8, 1957
4,342,778.03 May 6, 1958
34,053.66 June 4, 1958
416,240.85 June 17, 1958
























































































Klamath and Modoc Tribes and




Chippewa, Red Lake (38-A)
Chippewa, Pembina









Emigrant New York Indians
t Final Award Date of Award
190,934.78 July 17, 1959
567,000.0o Dec. 4, 1959

































































237,127.82 April 24, 19 64 a
29,100,000.00 July 20, 1964


























































































Sioux, Sisseton and Wahpeton






et Final Award Date of Award
1,313,472.65 Aug. 11, 1964
63,680.o0 Dec. 23, 1964
7,253,165.19 Jan. 8, 1965









































2,450,000.00 Feb. 11, 1966
11,394.67 Feb. 28, 1966
11,511.53 April 21, 1966
4,431,622.18 Aug. 5, 1966
1,037,414.62 Aug. 17, 1966
692,564.15 Feb. 14, 1967





































































Sac and Fox of the Mississippi
Kickapoo











Blackfeet and Gros Ventre






















rt Final Award Date of Award
4,338,517.00 July :25, 1967
66,940.00 July 25,19675




































Kiamath and Modoc Tribes




























f,1 6 2,992.8o Sept. 2, 1969
9,194,364.99 Sept. io, 1969




















































































Apaches, Fort Sill, Chiri-
cahua and Warm Springs
Apaches, Fort Sill, Chiri-





















































































































































Tribe, Band or Group N
Cherokee, Eastern Band
Apaches, San Carlos,
White Mountain, et al.







Potawatomi, Citizen, et al., )
Potawatomi, Prairie, et al., )
Potawatomi, Hannahville, et )
al., on behalf of the Potawa-
tomi Tribe or Nation as it ex-)






















Pueblos de Zia, Jemez
and Santa Ana
Apache, Jicarilla
Sioux, Sisseton and Wahpeton
Seneca Nation
183
et Final Award Date of Award
















































Dec. 26, 19 733a
Dec. 28, 1973
Dec. 28, 1973
749,083.75 Jan. 10, 1974
7,000,000.00 Feb. 21, 1974
8,286,991.5414 Feb. 27, 1 974 13




























et al., on behalf of the Pot-
awatomi Tribe or Nation








t Final Award Date of Award
ioi,ooo.oo March 13, 1974
2,650.00 March 13, 1974
79,320.00 March 13, 1974
2,296,870.70 April 19, 1974














x. Two more awards were entered in Docket No. 87 in FY 1966.
2. Separate awards for the Omaha, Sac and Fox, and Iowa were entered in Docket
No. 138. The Sac and Fox and Iowa awards were in FY 1965.
3. A single judgment for $2,034,889.56 was divided into separate awards for the
Red Lake and Pembina Bands. The judgment disposed of Docket No. 18-A and
partially completed Docket Nos. 113 and 191.
* See footnote 2 of this appendix.
4. The two awards shown above together with an award entered in FY 1962 com-
pleted Docket No. 87.
5. The award disposed of part of the case in Docket No. 363. A portion denomi-
nated the "Second Claim" is pending. See award in FY 1974.
6. Three separate awards were entered in Docket No. 279 -A. The third was entered
on June 30, 1969, for the Assinboine.
7- Separate awards for the Iowa and Sac and Fox were entered in Docket Nos.
158 and 231. See the Sac and Fox awards in FY 1974.
8. The Iowa award of $168,555.00 is counted in Appendix i as an award that
completed Docket No. 209. On Appendix 4 Docket No. 209 is counted as a pending
case because a Sac and Fox claim in that docket is on appeal from the Commission's
order of dismissal.
9. Awards to two other claimants were entered in Docket No. 279 -A on Aug. 23,
1968.
1o. Cross-appeals from the award were taken to the Court of Claims. The Court
remanded the case in Dockets 73 and 151 to the Commission for more specific findings
and reasoning to be supplied as to valuation of the Florida lands involved and ordered
the consolidation of this case with that of the Creek Nation East of the Mississippi in
Docket 28o so that overlapping Creek and Seminole claims could be resolved (197
Ct. Cl. 350 (1972) ). In August of 1973 the Creek Nation East appealed to the Court
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of Claims from the Commission's order of July 5, 1973, in Dockets 73, 151 and 28o
denying a Creek motion for leave to amend their petition to the allege, inter alia, that
in 1823 the Seminole were a constituent part of the Creek Nation and that the
Creek Nation then owned all areas under Seminole occupancy. The Court dismissed the
appeal (Ct. Cl. App. No. 5-73, February 11, 1974). Thereafter, the Commission on
September 13, 1974, ordered the dismissal of all claims in Docket 28o and the severence
of that docket from consolidation with Dockets 73 and 151. These three dockets were
pending at June 30, 1975, before the Court of Claims on an appeal by the Creek Nation
East from the order of September 13, 1974.
1. The Commission's final award ordered that: "the plaintiffs shall have and
recover from the defendant the sum of $8,809,057.00, plu's additional amounts of
damages measured by simple interest at the rate of 3 percent per annum of the principal
sum of $2,765,o67.oo, and at 5 percent per annum on the principal sum of $318,614.00
computed from June 30, 1972, to the date of payment of said principal sums." Interest
so computed on said principal sums from June 30, 1972, to June 36, 1975, the date of
payment, amounted, respectively, to $245,674.31 and $47,181.o6. These additional
amounts totaling $292,855.37 plus the previously reported sum of $8,809,057.00 make
up the $9,101,912.37 recovered by the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold
Reservation on their claims in Docket 3 5o-F.
12. The awards in Docket Nos. 158 and 231 were entered on remand and super-
seded prior awards in the same amounts dated May 12, 1969. An appeal by the Sac
and Fox from the awards of Nov. 23, 1973, and the dismissal on remand on that date
of a Sac and Fox claim in Docket No. 2o9 was pending before the Court of Claims at
June 30, 1975.
13. Pending before the Court of Claims at June 30, 1975, on appeal from the
Commission's determinations.
14. The award is on a claim for compensation for reservation land. The claim
is one of three being prosecuted under what is denominated the "Second Claim" in the
plaintiffs' petition. See footnote 5 of this appendix. In addition to the sum of
$8,286,991.54, the award includes simple interest at 5 per cent per annum on a prin-
cipal sum of $1,888,162.46 from Jan. 3, 1974, until paid.
15. Pending before the Court of Claims at June 30, 1975, on appeal from the
Commission's determinations.
16. The Commission's final award in Docket 95, which was duly reported to the
Congress and certified to the Treasury Department, ordered that the Sac and Fox Tribe
of Indians of Oklahoma, the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri, and the Sac and Fox Tribe
of Mississippi in Iowa recover jointly from the defendant the sum of $20,421.78; and
in consonance with a directive in the decision of the Court of Claims in Appeal No.
9-72 (202 Ct. Cl. 1o88 (1973)), that the Sac and Fox Tribe of Mississippi in Iowa
recover severally from the United States "the sum of $23,o83.34 which constitutes the
balance standing to the credit of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Mississippi in Iowa in
Treasury Account No. 14X7085 as of November 30, 1973, less the sum of any
payments made from said account between November 30, 1973, and the date of pay-
ment of this award." Funds to pay the jointly awarded amount of $20,421.78 were
appropriated by the Second Supplemental Appropriations Act. 1975, approved June
12, 1975, but no funds were appropriated to pay the separate award to the Sac and Fox
Tribe of Mississippi in Iowa.
17. Certified to the Treasury Department during July 1975.
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APPENDIX 3
FINAL AWARD SUMMARIES
Summary of Final Awards-Fiscal Year 1975:
Final awards certified to the Treasury in
Docket Nos. i8-R (Chippewa); 146,
15-M and 29 -K (Potawatomi); and
35o-F (Fort Berthold) ..............
Final awards entered and certified to the
Treasury in Docket Nos. 95 (Sac and
Fox, appropriated portion-see footnote
i6 of Appendix 2 for information on
the final award in Docket 95 as reported
to the Congress and certified to the
Treasury); i86 (Colville); and 257 and
259-A (Kiowa, Comanche and Apache)
Final award entered in June of 1975 that
was certified to the Treasury during July
of 1975 in Docket Nos. 34 1-A and 34 1-B
(Seneca-Cayuga of Oklahoma) ......
Final awards entered that were on appeal
in the Court of Claims at June 30, 1975,
in Docket Nos. 197 (Nisqually), 2o6
(Squaxin), and 2o8 (Steilacoom) ....
Totals
Cumulative Summary of Final Awards at
June 30, 1975:
Final awards certified to the Treasury ....
Final award entered in June of 1975 that
was certified to the Treasury during July
of 1975 in Docket Nos. 34 1-A and 34 1-B
(Seneca-Cayuga of Oklahoma) ......
Final awards pending on appeals before
the Court of Claims in Docket Nos. 73
and 151 (Seminole), 83 (Sac and Fox),
158 (Sac and Fox), 197 (Nisqually),
2o6 (Squaxin), 208 (Steilacoom), 231

















STATUS OF INDIAN CLAIMS CASES ON JUNE 30, 1975
CLAIMS FILED No. of Dockets
Received through August 13, 1951 ........................ 370
Causes severed from original claims and redocketed as
separate claim s .................................. 243
Total docketed .................... 613
CLAIMS DISPOSED OF
By awards certified to the Treasury Department
totaling $533,981,o59.86 .......................... 251
By orders of dismissal .............................. 187
Total disposed of ................... 438
PENDING CLAIMS
Pending before the Court of Claims on appeal or involved
in appeals from Commission decisions:
Cases with final awards totaling $27,090,556.38 (Dockets
73 and 151, 83, 158, 197, 206, zo8, 231, and 363 in 3 of 3
causes) ........................................ 8
Cases with interlocutory decision (Dockets i 3-E, 13-F,
15-E, 15-I, 22-G, 27, 27 -B, 27 -E, 29 -C, 29 -D, 29 -E, 29 -G,
59, 64, 64 -A, 7 4 -B, 120, 130, 33 3-A, 13 3-B, 13 3-C, 139,
141, 182-A, 184, 196, 202, 226, 239, 252, 302, 308, 3 26-A
3 26-C, 3 26-K, 335, 338, 354, 355, 356, and 3 57 -A) ...... 41
Cases with orders dismissing the plaintiffs' claims (Dockets
13-G, 38-F, i8-J, 38-K, 38-L, i8-M, 4o-F, 7 3-B, 89, 14o,
209, Sac and Fox, 280, 341-C, and 34 1-D) .......... .14
Subtotal .......................... 63
Pending under the Commission's jurisdiction:
Case with final award totaling $42,o21.12 being reviewed as
to any appeal rights outstanding (Consolidated Dockets
343-A and 341-B) ................................ 2
Other cases in various stages of litigation .............. 11o
Subtotal .......................... 1 z
Total number of pending Indian Claims 175




Edgar E. Witt (D-Texas)
Appointed Chief Commissioner,
April 1o, 1947
William M. Holt (R-Nebraska)
Louis J. O'Marr (D-Wyoming)
Arthur V. Watkins (R-Utah)
Appointed Chief Commissioner,
July 1, 196o
T. Harold Scott (D-Colorado)
John T. Vance (D-Montana)
Appointed Chairman
March 19, 1968
Jerome K. Kuykendall (R-Virginia)
Appointed Chairman
June 11, 1969
Richard W. Yarborough (D-Texas)
Margaret H. Pierce (R-Wash., D.C.)
Theodore R. McKeldin (R-Maryland)
Brantley Blue (R-Tennessee)
April io, 1947-June 30, 1960
April io, 1947-June 30, 1968
April io, 194 7 -July 31, 1959
August 15, 1959-Sept. 30, 1967





November 21, 1968-May 1, 1969
(Interim Appointment)
May 2, 1969-
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